154

that it knows everything and it may be tempted to perform
cosmic functions like the Lord. A feeble person possessed
by a ghost performs the mighty acts of a ghost. In the
same way the soul engrossed by the all knowing grcce of
the Lord, would possess all attributes of God and perform
His five functions in the same manner as He does. This
is the view of the Sivasama v^da. But this temptation must
be resisted. If the ghost possesses a blind or dumb or
lame man, it cannot make him see or speak or walk; simi-
larly the omniscient grace of the Lord which possesses the
soul, can only develop its innate powers, and will not make
it do the functions of God, which He does by taking any
form He pleases. When the omniscient grace of the Lord
dawns on the soul, what happens is a full development of
its own innate powers- It will not make it do the function of
Lord. When the evil effects of jpasa are destroyed, it is the
privilege of the soul to take immense Joy in the glory of the
Lord. If by freedom of the soul, we mean having literal equality
with God in function^ then it is delusion. To perform cosmic
functions by free assumption of appropriate forms that He
chooses is the privilege of God that is implied by His transcerr
dence.

The soul should understand the nature of knowledge
which it comes to have in its embodied state through the
instruments like Kala and other tattvas. |f it does so, on
reaching the stage in which the base bonds are got rid of,
the soul should take shelter under the grace of the Lord so
that the soul does not contact the said instruments. At
this stage, the soul should not think of Grace as an extran-
eous condition, which helps its knowledge and action, but
must vrew them as nothing apart from Divhe Grace. The
soul's  intelligence is illumined by Grace- If the sou^
abides in Grace m th?s way, then the Supreme (transcendent)
gain will be within the sight of the soul. Madurai Swapra-